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Inter Milan win Serie A: Stanleybet is attempting to tap Into the lucrative Italian betting shops market

Italy faces €1.5bn claim from Stanleybet

By Roger Blitz, Leisure
Industries Correspondent

Stanleybet, the Liverpool-
based  international book-
maker that has won land-
mark legal challenges to
closed betting markets in
Europe, will today launch a
€15bn (£1.3bn) compensa
tion claim against the
Italian government.
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More than half of the
claim, covering an eight-
vear period to 2006, is for

loat profits. But privately
held Stanleybet is also seek-
ing Compepsation. for ost
business opportunities, rep-
utational  damages and
costs.

John Whittaker, Stanley-
bet chief executive, said the
lawsuit was “a move of last
Tesort”.

Stanleybet, originally the
international business of

anley Leisure and now

management,
won_the industry-changing
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European Court of Justice
in 2003, following a series of
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A second legal challenge
by Stanleybet led to_the
ECJ's “Placanica” ruling,
which further undermined
attempts by Italy and other
European states to block
foreign-based operators.
The ECJ has been asked by
Italy’s Cassazione High
Court to rule on a third
Stanleybet challenge.

With a desire to reap
extra tax revenue, Italy has
in recent years opened up
its gambling markets, issu-
ing Tlicences for sports bet-
ting shops and passing leg-
islation for online bingo
and casinos, cash poker,
video lottery terminals and
scratch lotteries.

But Stanlesbat, which bas
more than 2,000 outlef
Cyprus, Germany, Au: ot
and Belgium, as well as
parts of eastern Europe,

said Italy's restrictions on
overseas land-based opera
tors have not changed, and
that its refusal to operate
clandestinely has led
further harassment

“In spite of recent legisla-
tive developments that pur-
port to offer change, as a
land-based rather than an
online business we continue
to be treated in Italy a
outlaw,” Mr Whittaker said.
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Seneit Trom the chelce and
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open sports betting market
We regret that the circum:
s have left us with no
alternative [but to launch a
compensation claim].”




